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for birds too.

STORY BY ALLEN COX

HE NAME “OCEAN SHORES”
conjures up a vision of expansive,
unbroken beaches, grassy dunes,

and endless views out to s

And that's

exactly what the peninsula separating

Grays Harbor from the Pacific delivers.
At Ocean Shores, the crashing surf
along the nearly 6-mile stretch of wide,
sandy beach calls o swarms of visiors
yearround.

But if you peer a litl farther south

down the peninsula toward the mouth

of Grays Harbor and all the way around
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This popular vacation
destination is a haven ___&&§

L
the nature lovers’

the tip of Poine Brown toward th
you'lfind sccrets that many of Ocean

Shores' four million guests don't know
exist: Oyhut Stare Wildlife Recreation
Atea, Damon Point State Park, Bills
Spit, and the Weathervas.

More than 250 species of birds
can't be wrong, These are the places
iy

o appreciate raw nature and a o
different pespective of shorcline life
Juse pack the binoculars and a tide table

nd you're ready to discover the *

her”

Ocean Shores,

Butfirs;, paya vist o the Ocean
Shores Incerpretive Center,  locus of
information about the peninsula, Gene
Woodwick, exhibit curator, describes
the center s grandmasarrc of nature
and history.” A docent will be happy to
lead you on  tour of the exhibits, answer
any questions about Ocean Shores, and
arm you with allthe fee lterature you'll
need to explore the peninsula, The
centers Habirat Learing Center features
an interpretive exhibit of habitats from

shoreline to deep forest, populated with
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Ocean ShoresInterpretive Center, 1033
Gatala v E (360-285-4617 ceanstores
intepeteceteccom)

Oyhut State Wildife Recreation

Area (360-902-2515; witwswa.gov/ands/
widife_aeosohs_iver) AS1035 Vetice
UsePermit equired o aring. (fshunt

dvwagor)
Damon Point State Park— Dy seoly
o permits o fes required.(360- 02-8844
parks wa govpars)

Ocean ShoresVistor Information
Center—Leam aboutodging, dining,
atactons, and acvies (566-602-6275;
toursmoceanshores com)

taxidermy specimens of the birds and
other wildlife that share Ocean Shores
with its human inhabitans, The center
also shows ashort film about beach safety,
a must.see for anyone curious about
sneaker waves,a phenomenon common
on the areats beaches.

After the interpretive center,
head out to Damon Point State Park,
which occupies Protection Island—
well, formerly an island. These days,
it's @ spit jutting out into Gray's
Harbor. Stretch your legs and enjoy
the 4-mile shoreline hike around this
natural spit, but consult a tide table
first. The shoreline around Damon
Point has eroded badly over the past
few years and can only be hiked safely
at low tide. But if you time your
visit with the tide, the Damon Point
hike is worth it. The Grays Harbor
tidelands are rich with wildlife, from
shorebirds to birds of prey, and restful
views across the harbor. It a vast
departure from the crashing Pacific
waves back araund on the ocean side
of the peninsula

Directly west of and adjacent o
Damon Poine State Park is Oyhut State
Wildlife Recreation Area, a 683-3
wetland and shoreline environment that’s
been set aside as a wildlfe habitat at the
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peninsula southemn end. In fact, binders
will st up and take nore that i's one of
only four nesting areas in Washington for
the endangered western snowy plover:
The nesting instinet heats up for this
sparmawsized shorebird from March
through September,  the areas behind
the “Closed to Public Access"si
afflmits—even nesting shorebirds need
their privacy—but that doesn’t limit the
opportunities o spor wildlife or diminish
the stunning view of the wetlands, the
harbor,and the Pacific.

Continuing up the non-ocean
side, Ocean Shores reveals a few

more secrets known mosely by locals
and wildlife. Bill's Spit points cast
into the harbor like a stubby finger.
The largest colony of harbor seals
north of San Francisco make Grays
Harbor their home, and from mid-
April through June, seal pups often

hang out at Bills Spit just being pups.
1f you encounter them, enjoy them
from a distance, since approaching or
touching marine mammals is a viola-
tion of federal la:

In the heart of the peninsula,
Ocean Shores conceals another
secret, ane thar' a story of forest and
wetland survival—the Weatherwax
Nature Trails. This collection of easy
trails meanders through the pen-
insula’s largest undeveloped forest,

where you ean see some massive
trecs, The citizens of Ocean Shores
recently voted to keep the 121-acre
Weatherwax safe from development,
o thisforest will remain not only as
a haven for wildlife, including bald
cagle, great blue heron, deer, and an
occasional black hear, but also for
birders, photographers, hikers, and

nature-lovers. 0

Cherished Moments That Will Last A Lifetime.
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