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The refuge is open d
way across the grasslands. A man e

in the gathering crowd lowered his
binoculars and announced, “White-
faced ibises. Very rare. The last time
one was spotted here was four

years ago.” News of the ibises trav-
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eled fast. Withina short time; it Trail i closed seasonally. Contact Nisqually National
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seemed that every bird enthusiast
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The “scene” is Nisqually National
‘Wildife Refuge, which lies just off 1-5 between Tacoma and Olympia,
Washington. About 140,000 visitors pass through its gate every year. Once
the site of a dairy farm protected from invading waters by a ring of dikes,
the refuge is now one of the largest estuary eco-systems in Washington.

No where else within a two-hour hike have | caught sight of bald
eagles soaring overhead, a mink dashing across my path, a pair of
river otters surfacing and scurrying up a bank, and a flock of rarely
seen white-faced ibises playing follow-the-leader.

According to Sheila McCartan, an outdoor recreation planner at
the wildlife refuge, Nisqually was established to protect habitats for
migratory birds, primarily geese and waterfowl in the winter and
songbirds in the spring.

“Spring and summer are our busiest seasons,” explains McCartan,
“and bird watching is best in the spring.”

McCartan notes that many excellent birders frequent the refuge
and track the birds, mammals, and reptiles they spot. This tracking
allows the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to keep tabs on the animals
that reside in and migrate through the refuge, information that allows
the agency to gauge the effectiveness of habitat restoration programs
as well as make plans for the future.
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Check in advance for trail closure:
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19 daylight hours, year-round. The Visitor Center
is open Wednesdays through Saturdays, 9 A, o 4 e, and Sundays, 12:30

The refuge is a wildiife-friendly zone. Activities and sports that disturb,
wildiife—such as jogging, pets, bicycling, kite flying, fires, camping, fire-
works, and hunting—are prohibited.
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Land Rescue
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People and Nature
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Natural Wonders

Each se:

at Nisqually National
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and wildlife. Whatever the time of year,
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