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Mexico’s Isla Mujeres combines
hospitality with tranquility

thousand years ago, Mayas worshipped the fertility

goddess Ixchel on Isla Mujeres—the Island of Women.

Today, sun worshippers seeking an alternative to the

hustle and bustle in the more crowded spots along

Mexico’s Riviera Maya savor Isla’s sugary beaches and
“manana” vibes. About a 20-minute boat ride from Cancun across
the Bahia de Mujeres, the island, just five miles long and a half-
mile wide, maintains a village ambiance with boutiques, artisan
shops and cafés lining narrow streets. Dining choices range from
casually elegant to toes-in-the-sand beach spots; a must is Playa
Lancheros for tikin xic (achiote-rubbed barbecued fish). Small-
scale inns welcome visitors on every budget; one of the best for
setting and value are the Nautibeach condo rentals on postcard-
perfect Playa Norte, the hub of beach life.

Those antsy for action can cruise out to sea with a fisherman,
hop on an ecotour to nearby bird sanctuary Isla Contoy, or head
to Garrafén National Park—or its low-cost neighbor, the beach
club at Hotel Garrafén de Castilla—for a day of snorkeling the
reef, and ... yes, more sun.

The magic of Isla? You're never part of a herd. —ALLEN COX




